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WASHINGTON POST 
14 March 1986 


Jhose Allegations Against a CIA Deoutv 

SeCUrifv Pnnn/'»I . .. — 


signs." These arp- 

■ J ohn McMahon resion^H 
deBut z_directQr of 

genc^- 

' ■ Jhe picture is indeed of Mr 
McMahon; 

■ ^uty Director for 

Dr.Jtobert Gates has been nominated 
by the president succeed Mr 
McMahon^ 

allegations against Mr. 
McMahon contained in the rest of The 
Post’s story are false. Notably: 

implies that Mr. 
McMahon retired because an “inter- 
agency group in charge of covert 
ojwrations decided on a significant es- 
calation of four paramilitary opera- 
iocorrect. As Mr. 
McMahon said, and as the White 
w w® * announcement of Mr. 
McMahon’s resignation stated, he re- 
tired for purely personal reasons. The 
Post leads its readers to believe that 
Its anonymous” sources know Mr 
Mc,Mahon’s mind better than he does. ‘ 

■ Tlie Post asserts that “the 
tur e iJlWcMahon , . . clears 
tor 3 more act ivist policy of CIA infi.rl 

that this agfflcv's direrror:- 
William J Casev. has p ^ 

mg- A.S I ne Po.st bhouid be awar e" 


-a ^ ■ '/.-.t jimuiu oe awar o 

'^natever ad ministration is m power — 
1 rf-sident Reagans in this .mm-— 
makes toreig.i uol.cv. nor rh,. r...,rr-|| 
Inrelligence A>;enc y. The CIA', func- 
t:oii-> are e) ■ ,.,,;ect. in.ilvze ,ind Hk. 


K>^oiu ciit ana nis ivafin nai 

SecPfity Council— and to a.sisig t them 
in the deci sion-maiong pr<y «^» Mr 
Casey la an adviser to the NSL. hnr 

not a voting memoe r 

ljie_yA also is char^eH 
ducting c^unte nntelJigence over^ 
and unaerta king such other activities 

siog by the president 
juch activities , sometimes 
covert action. ' is rcpoitP ci to the nv »r. ' 
sight com mittees in Congr ess within 4g 
b i nce the UA doe^ nni 

^ w. Mc^on s presence or^p- 
ture from the age^ will not in itself 


.i_ .1 L "Qt in iLsel 

deC«Jc die co urse ^ U.s. fore ipwai;:^ 

McMahon opposed increased U.S in- 
volvement in Third World conflicts " 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. As Mr. McMahon has stated “I 
support the president’s policies in Af- 
ghanistan Nicaragua and the Third 
World at large and execute his direc- 
tives to the fullest extent.” Congres- 
makes clear that Mr. 
McMahon is not discontent with the 
president’s policies in these areas as 
1 he Post and others have alleged; he 
has. m fact, been a strong supporter of 
these policies. 

■ The Post reports that a lobbv has 
t.iken credit for Mr. McMahon's resie- 
nation. Such a claim by a misinformed 
and misguided group is absurd and de- 
serves no further comment. 


a ® distinguished 
g -ncy officer and public servant who 

his life in out- 
«andmg service to his country should 
be so maligned when he regretfully re- 
tires for truly personal rea^. ^ 

GEORGE V. LAUDER f' 

DJrector. Public Affairs 

Central Intelligence Afency 
Washington 
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